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A Steel Fist in a Velvet Glove
Galatians 4:12-20
Introduction:
In “Dare to discipline” by James Dobson, he says, after discipline, take the child in your arms and assure him that he is loved and that you disciplined him in love not in anger. If indeed it was not in anger! Get hold of yourself, before you take hold of your child. That is true in the spiritual family as well.

Paul has chastened the Galatians for their straying from the gospel of Grace. He called them foolish and bewitched. He has used everything in his arsenal (sarcasm exhortation, confrontation, guilt, logic, O.T. illustrations) to help his Galatian friends to understand the danger they are in if they continue down that slippery slope of Law-works as a part of their salvation.
If we stopped at the end of chapter 3, we would assume that he is an impressive scholar with very little heart. Up until now Paul has not called them brothers or anything good. But in chapter 4 we are going to see another Paul, one of tenderness and love. In verse 12 he calls them “brothers.” Then in v.19 he calls them “my little children.” He wraps his arms around them and becomes vulnerable as in none of his other epistles. Here we see Paul the man, the pastor, the passionate lover of souls.
I. Paul’s Affection for the Galatians – 4:12-16
A. Paul’s Plea – 4:12a
“Brethren, I urge you to become like me, for I became like you.”

Become like me – I am free from the Law. ﻿
I became like you. - I became like the Gentiles – no longer, living under the Law.
The irony, however, was that the Galatian Gentiles were putting themselves under the Law after their conversions. Paul knows first-hand what Galatians do not know: The misery and bondage of Jewish legalism.
B. Paul’s Problem – 4:12b-13 
“You have not injured me at all.”
Verse 12b goes with the following verses, not with the preceding. He is not saying, “you did not hurt me when you put yourselves back under the Law. Rather, He is saying, “When I came to you with my debilitating illness, you did not treat me with contempt.
﻿“You know that ﻿﻿because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at the first.”
Sir William Ramsay suggests that Paul had malaria combined with severe headaches.
On the first journey, Paul left the lowlands of Perga and went to the higher elevations of Galatia, i.e. to Pisidian Antioch where he preached. Therefore, he preached there because of (διʼ ἀσθένειαν) his illness. Later, Paul would write about this to Timothy. 
II Timothy 3:10-11

“﻿But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me ﻿﻿at Antioch, ﻿﻿at Iconium, ﻿﻿at Lystra—what persecutions I endured. And ﻿﻿out of them all, the Lord delivered me.”
Paul brought some of his afflictions with him and he received some more at the hands of the Jews in Galatia.
C. Paul’s Approval – 4:14-15

“And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received me ﻿﻿as an ﻿﻿angel of God, ﻿﻿even as Christ Jesus. What then was the blessing you enjoyed?”
They did not reject him because of his afflictions, but received him; as an angel of God. Even as Jesus Christ Himself.
“What then was the blessing you enjoyed?” (4:15a) They treated Paul so well that they must have had some reason for doing so. Answer: It must have been the message I delivered to you, the Gospel of the Grace of God.
“For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and given them to me.” (4:15b)
Some believe that Paul must have needed eyes because of his illness: maybe because of his disease or because of his “thorn in the flesh” (2 Corinthians 12:7), that would fit with Galatians 6:11, “See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand!”
At this point, Paul took the pen from his scribe and wrote the final words. This was his habit in all his epistles - The salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every ﻿﻿epistle; so I write. But here in Galatians 6, he is writing in large letters, perhaps because of his bad eyesight.
Now, after all of this, you are throwing your freedom away because of some men who don’t care about you at all.
D. Paul’s Persuasion – 4:16 

“Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?”
Looking at the facts, Paul can come to only one conclusion:
· I told you the truth.

· Now I am your enemy

· I became your enemy because I told you the truth.
II. Paul’s Allegiance to the Galatians – 4:17-20
A.  An Artificial Loyalty – 4:17 ﻿ 
“They ﻿﻿zealously court you, but for no good; Yes, they want to exclude you, that you may be zealous for them.”

The Judaizers are zealous. They really work at their job. But, they are doing it for evil purposes, not for your good. Their purpose was to alienate (lock out) the Galatians from Paul and his teaching. In that way they would be dependent upon the Judaizers and their influence. Or to put it another way, the Judaizers were zealous over the Galatians, so that the Galatian would be zealous for them.
B.  A Authentic Loyalty – 4:18-20

1. The certainty of Paul’s loyalty – 4:18
“But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not only when I am present with you.”
Paul recognizes that he has sought the Galatians. They might ask, “How are you different from the Judaizers?” His answer is this: zeal is not the problem. It is the reason for the zeal. Is it a zeal for truth and is it for the good of those being sought?
Paul receives a yes on both counts. The Judaizers receive a no on both counts. We should be zealous to win people to Christ. But we must use the truth and have true motives.

2. The Compassion of Paul’s Loyalty – 4:19a
﻿
“My little children,”
We mentioned this verse earlier. “My little children” (only here in Paul) Paul sounds more like John, the apostle of love. But Paul has this side as well. In most of his epistles he expounds the doctrines in the first half and then makes application to the readers’ lives in the second half. Dr. Ryrie calls it doctrine and duty.
3. The Check on Paul’s Loyalty – 4:19b

“for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you,”
Paul has labored over them to bring them to Christ in the Gospel of Grace. The task is not finished until Christ is formed in them. Now he is saying, “I must have the same birth-pangs to bring you back to the truth of that Gospel.”
The word formed (μορφωθῇ > μορφόω) refers to something’s essential form rather than a superficial outward shape. He wants them to have real Christ-like character.
Remember: the Great Commission is not to make believers but to make disciples. Making believers is only part of the job, the smaller part. The purpose of our salvation is that we be conformed to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29) and that we should be holy and without blame before Him. (Ephesians 1:4).
In contrast, the Judaizers just wanted them to “fill a pew,”  “be a number to send in to the home office”
He wants them to have an inside-out faith, not just a faith that keeps the rules.
In Philippians He writes, “let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” That is his desire for them and us.
4. The Character of Paul’s Loyalty – 4:20
“I would like to be present with you now and to change my tone; for I have doubts about you.”
Paul would like to be with them. They are his children in the faith. He knows that if he were with them, he would be able to talk with them one on one. He is confident that he could then change his tone because they would listen and change their course.
Conclusion:

